“THE  PEOPLE  FORMED  FOf[  GOD.” 


A  SERMON 


BY 


REV.  JULIUS  E.  CRAMMER,  D.D., 


Rector  of  St.  Peter’s  P.  E.  Church,  Baltimore, 


DELIVERED  IN  THE 


CHURCH  OF  THE  EPIPHANY, 


PHILADELPHIA, 


REBEITAEY  18,  1876, 


AND  PUBLISHED  BY  REQUEST  OF  THE 


PROTESTANT  EPISCOPAL  ASSOCIATION 


For  the  Promotion  of  Christianity  anjong  tlje  Jews, 


PHILADELPHIA: 
McCalla  A;  STAVELY,  PRINTERS, 
No.  237-9  Dock  Street. 

1S7G. 


RMON 


BY 


REV.  JULIUS  E.  GRAMMER,  D.D., 


Rector  of  St.  Peter’s  P.  E.  Church,  Baltimore, 


DELIVERED  IN  THE 


CHURCH  OF  THE  EPIPHANY, 

PHILADELPHIA, 

PEBBEAEY  18,  18  7  6, 

AND  PUBLISHED  BY  REQUEST  OF  THE 


PROTESTANT  EPISCOPAL  ASSOCIATION 

For  the  Promotion  of  Christianity  anjong  tlje  Jews, 


PHILADELPHIA: 

McCalla  &  Stately,  Printers, 
Xo.  237-9  Pock  Street. 

1876. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 

project  is  made  possible  by  a  grant  from  the  Institute  of  Museum  and  Library  Sen/ices  as  administered  by  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Education  through  the  Office  of  Commonwealth  Libraries 


https://archive.org/details/peopleformedforgOOgram 


SERMON 

FOR  THE 


PROMOTION  OF  CHRISTIANA  AMONG  THE  JEWS. 

Text  :  Isaiah  xliii.  21. 

“This  people  have  I  formed  for  myself.  They  shall  shew  forth  my 
praise.” 

Nothing  is  more  striking  in  the  history  of  the  Is- 
raelitish  people  than  the  fact  of  their  election.  They 
are  constantly  reminded  of  it  by  Jehovah  and  his 
prophets.  The  very  origin  of  their  race  is  traced  to 
the  call  of  Abraham,  once  an  idolater. 

The  Lord  said  unto  Abraham,  “  Get  thee  out  of 
thy  country,  and  from  thy  kindred,  and  from  thy 
father’s  house,  unto  a  land  that  I  will  shew  thee,  and 
I  will  make  of  thee  a  great  nation,  and  I  will  bless 
thee  and  make  thy  name  great  ;  and  thou  shalt  he  a 
blessing,  and  I  will  bless  them  that  bless  thee,  and 
curse  him  that  curseth  thee,  and  in  thee  shall  all  the 
families  of  the  earth  be  blessed.” 

They  are  addressed  as  the  elect  and  chosen  people. 
Distinguished  in  their  history  by  all  the  tokens  of 
Divine  favoritism,  around  them  cluster  promises 
and  prophesies  which  are  as  the  stars  in  the  coronet 
of  royalty,  and  which  kindle  the  hopes  of  their  nation 
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and  the  zeal  of  the  Christian  Church.  Indeed  it 
would  be  impossible  to  exaggerate  the  honors  of  which 
they  have  been  the  recipients.  Among  all  the  na¬ 
tions  of  the  earth  none  have  been  so  enriched  with  an 
ancestry  which  began  in  him  who  was  called  “  the 
friend  of  God.”  With  a  polity  which  was  ordained  by 
the  direct  inspiration  of  Moses,  whose  laws  and  pre¬ 
cepts  have  been  the  foundation  of  all  subsecpient 
governments,  and  the  conservative  element  in  the 
varying  legislations  of  civilized  peoples ; —  with 
prophets  whose  utterances  have  surpassed  the  elo- 
cpience  of  Grecian  or  Roman  poets  and  orators, 
and  whose  predictions  have  outlived  the  myths  of 
ancient  oracles,  and  the  fables  of  effete  mytholo¬ 
gies,  and  still  form  the  faith  and  treasure  of  millions 
of  repentant  worshipers  of  the  only  true  God  • — with 
heroes  in  the  holv  cause  of  truth,  like  those  enrolled 
in  the  eleventh  chapter  of  Hebrews,  whose  deeds  of 
patient  endurance,  of  brave  adherence  to  conscience, 
of  manly  allegiance  to  God,  eclipse  the  most  splen¬ 
did  names  of  profane  history,  and  outrival  the 
thrilling  stories  of  the  olden  wars.  Guarded  by  an¬ 
gels,  guided  by  the  mysterious  and  sublime  monitor 
of  cloud  and  fire,  which  led  them  all  their  journey 
through ;  with  a  ritual  and  tabernacle,  the  pattern  of 
which  was  revealed  on  the  mount ;  with  a  priesthood 
whose  sacrifices  were  owned  by  voices  from  the 
excellent  glory,  and  with  altars  illumined  by  the 
adorable  lustre  of  the  ever-present  Shekinah ;  with 


pledges  of  blessing  and  prosperity,  of  ministries  of 
mercy  and  help,  which  enabled  them  to  walk  un¬ 
daunted  through  the  raging  sea ;  to  confront  armed 
hosts,  like  Amalek  and  the  confederates  of  Moab,  and 
to  hang  the  glad  banners  of  their  victory  upon  the 
field  of  most  defiant  conflict ;  with  a  record  of  revela¬ 
tions  and  signs  from  the  interposing  God;  with  a 
Urim  and  Tlmmmim  which  disclosed  to  them  the  will 
of  Heaven,  and  with  seals  and  memorials,  like  the 
ark  and  the  budding  rod  of  Aaron,  and  the  manna, 
and  the  law ;  we  may  well  say,  was  there  ever  a 
people  so  nigh  unto  the  Lord  their  God  ?  Was  there 
ever  a  race  of  whom  it  could  be  more  truly  said, 
“This  people  have  I  formed  for  myself?”  They  are 
pre-eminently  God’s  people.  Peculiar  in  their  origin, 
their  apostasy  and  their  promised  restoration,  they 
challenge  the  serious  and  prayerful  notice  of  the 
world.  God  has  set  them  as  a  mark  and  inscribed  upon 
them  the  titles  by  which  they  shall  be  seen  as  formed 
for  Himself.  He  has  an  ownership  in  them  which 
makes  them  essentially  different  and  distinct  from  all 
other  people.  There  is  wrapped  up  in  their  future  a 
revelation  of  His  presence  and  judgments  and  abound¬ 
ing  grace,  which  is  to  be  found  nowhere  else.  And  like 
the  pyramids  which  stand  in  the  solitude  of  the 
desert,  but  have  a  history  and  a  moral,  peculiarly  their 
own,  so  they  are  the  monumental  people,  rising  alone 
among  the  populaces  of  the  earth,  now  scarred  with 
the  afflictive  writing  of  God’s  judgments,  and  now 
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gilded  with  the  prophecies  of  a  glorious  redemption. 

i  he  text  teaches  us  that  they  were  formed  for 
Jehovah.  The  meaning  is  two-fold,  as  we  render  it. 
It  is  either  that  they  are  organized  and  segregated 
for  Him,  bound  about  and  unified  in  their  idiosyn¬ 
crasies  and  national  mould  ;  or  as  the  Septuagint  ren¬ 
ders  it,  “  purchased redeemed  that  they  might  be 
s°en  to  be  a  peculiar  people  and  ordained  to  shew 
forth  the  praises  of  God.  And  certainly  we  may 
recognize  the  truth  ol  this  claim  in  many  essential 
particulars. 

1.  They  were  formed  differently  from  all  other  peo¬ 
ples.  Separated  from  the  polytheism  and  the  idolatries 
of  surrounding  nations,  their  faith  was  formed  by  the 
teaching  of  Jehovah  to  confess  and  adore  him  as 
the  only  true  God.  Their  mission  and  ministry  in  the 
earth  was  to  perpetuate  and  preserve  that  great  truth. 

”  The  Lord  our  God  is  one  GodT  They  were  admon¬ 
ished  by  the  most  awful  judgments  that  idolatry  was 
the  very  consummation  of  man’s  apostasy  and  the 
culmination  of  his  depravity.  The  picture  which  St, 
Paul  gives  of  the  heathen  world  receives  its  finish 
when,  as  he  adds,  and  they  “worshiped  and  served 
the  creature  more  than  the  Creator,  who  is  blessed 
forever.”  The  Jew  was  taught  the  sacred  truth  of 
the  Divine  unity  from  his  earliest  infancy,  and  nour¬ 
ished  at  the  breast  of  maternal  devotion,  to  “  worship 
the  Lord,  his  God,  and  to  serve  him  only.”  With  what 
a  l10ly  jealousy  did  the  fathers,  and  lawgivers,  and 
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the  prophets  of  the  elect  people,  vindicate  this  truth. 
See  Moses  breaking  the  tables  of  the  law  in  pious  in¬ 
dignation  at  the  awful  superstition  of  Aaron  and  the 
priests,  when  they  yielded  to  the  rebellious  cry  of  the 
faithless  people.  “Up,  make  us  gods  which  shall  go 
before  us.”  Recall  Elijah  at  the  brook  of  Ivishon,  when 
he  taunted  the  worshipers  of  Baal,  and  at  last  called 
down  fire  from  heaven  upon  the  accepted  sacrifice. 
His  plea  was,  “  let  it  be  known  this  day  that  thou  art 
God  in  Israel ;”  and  when  the  consuming  flames 
flashed  conviction  upon  them,  all  the  people  fell  on 
their  faces  and  said,  “  The  Lord  he  is  the  God.  The 
Lord  he  is  the  God.” 

The  Israelite  is  a  constant  witness  of  this  truth  ; 
and  in  this  sense,  God  has  “  formed  him  for  himself.” 
A ot  only  have  they  kept  this  faith  amid  all  the 
seductive  mythologies,  and  the  subtle  superstitions 
of  Egypt,  and  Babylon,  and  Rome,  and  the  nations 
which  worship  towards  the  rising  sun,  but — what 
is  very  noticeable — the  rationalism  and  infidelity  of 
modern  times  have  not  corrupted  that  one  article  of 
their  faith.  Ro  theory  of  creation  or  of  human  origin 
can  supplant  in  their  minds  the  testimony  of  Moses, 
that  “  In  the  Beginning  God  created  the  Heavens  and 
the  Earth.”  Artful  as  may  be  the  appeals  of  materi¬ 
alism,  and  ingenious  as  are  the  hypotheses  of  that 
school  which  accounts  for  all  existence  by  the  presence 
of  a  so-called  “  vital  force,”  the  simple  explanation 
which  the  Jewish  scriptures  give  of  the  visible  uni- 
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verse  ;  of  the  presence  of  man  here,  is  a  sufficient 
reason  with  the  Israelite  for  his  faith.  Whatever  else 
the  nations  have  lost,  they  have  kept  this.  Though 
their  religion  has  been  corrupted  by  false  teachers, 
and  clouded  by  ignorance,  prejudice  and  unbelief, 
still  they  show  forth  the  praise  of  God  in  the  asser¬ 
tion  of  the  fact  that  lie  is,  and  that  they  are  formed 
by  Him  as  the  witnesses  and  defenders  and  keepers 
of  this  one  oracle,  which  shall  overthrow  all  the  for¬ 
geries  of  Satan,  and  all  the  vain  deceits  of  man.  They 
seem  to  echo  to  us  constantly  the  lesson  of  our  chant, 
“  Be  ye  sure  that  the  Lord  he  is  God.  It  is  He  that 
hath  made  us.  We  are  His  people,  and  the  sheep  of 
his  pasture.” 

2.  Again.  The  Israelite  is  formed  in  his  worship , 
to  set  forth  the  praise  of  Jehovah.  The  very  order 
and  substance  of  that  service  was  revealed  from 
Heaven.  Their  songs  were  inspired ;  the  very  gar¬ 
niture  of  the  tabernacle  and  their  temple  was  woven 
in  the  loom  of  inspiration  and  fashioned  by  the 
guiding  presence  of  the  Divine  Spirit.  There  was 
a  meaning  in  every  vessel,  in  every  garb,  and  most 
of  all,  the  altar  stood  as  the  monument  and  moni¬ 
tor  of  the  great  saving  truth  of  revealed  religion, 
that  “  without  the  shedding  of  blood  there  is  no  re¬ 
mission  of  sin.”  Sacrifices  have  been  as  ancient  as 
the  race  ;  the  original  form  of  propitiating  the  anger  of 
the  offended  Deity.  As  we  find  no  people  without 
their  gods,  so  we  find  no  religion  without  its  sacrifices. 
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Doubtless  it  is  due  to  the  tradition  which  was  taught 
the  first  children  of  the  human  family,  and  thus  links 
all  men  hy  the  chain  of  a  common  guilt  to  a  hope 
which  anchors  in  some  form  of  substitution.  But  how 
singular  and  distinct  from  all  sacrifices  was  that  of 
the  Jew!  Read  the  precepts  of  the  Levitical 
economy,  and  we  see  at  once  that  God  intended  hy 
that  service  to  form  the  worshiper’s  mind  into  the 
faith  and  hope  which  spring  from  atonement.  It  is 
written  as  in  letters  of  blood  upon  the  vail  and  the 
altar,  and  woven*  in  the  scarlet  thread  of  the  curtains 
of  the  tabernacle  that  they  were  to  be  redeemed  and 
saved  hy  blood. 

The  doctrine  of  expiation,  sacrifice,  substitution,  is 
the  germ  of  the  whole  ritual  and  the  formative  prin¬ 
ciple  governing  the  structure  of  all  that  splendid  and 
gracious  order  of  ministries.  It  was  preached  hy  their 
symbolism  and  services,  as  well  as  hy  the  word  of 
promise. 

“  The  Lord  thy  God  will  raise  up  unto  thee  a 
prophet  from  the  midst  of  thee,  of  thy  brethren,  like 
unto  me  ;  unto  him  ye  shall  hearken.”  It  was  set  forth 
as  the  hope  of  the  sinner,  as  the  pledge  of  his  forgive¬ 
ness,  acceptance  and  deliverance.  Day  hy  day,  morn¬ 
ing  hy  morning,  evening  by  evening,  they  worshiped 
and  magnified  Him  through  the  slain  lamb,  and  at  the 
blood-stained  altar,  as  a  God,  forgiving  iniquity,  trans¬ 
gression  and  sin,  and  yet  that  would  bv  no  means 
clear  the  guilty.  They  set  forth  the  praise  of  His 
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mercy  and  of  Ilis  justice.  Their  ritual  was  a  perpet¬ 
ual  prophecy  of  the  L  imb,  slain  from  the  foundation 
of  the  world.  Their  sacrifices  pointed  to  the  cross 
and  prepared  the  way  for  the  one  great  offering  at 
Calvary,  by  which  once  and  for  all  in  the  end  of  the 
economy,  Christ  should  offer  himself.  And  although 
they  present  now  the  anomaly  of  a  people  having  a 
religion  and  no  sacrifice,  yet  their  passover  and  their 
day  of  atonement  perpetuate  the  same  great  truth, 
and  magnify  the  provisions  of  that  grace  which,  while 
they  unconsciously  proclaim,  they  wilfully  despise. 
And  thus  formed  in  their  faith ,  and  their  worshij),  in 
their  sacrifice,  ritual  and  solemn  days,  they  distinctly 
attest  the  great  truths  of  God’s  revelation;  first,  that 
lie  only  is  the  Lord ;  and  secondly ,  that  the  only 
ground  of  a  sinner’s  hope  is  in  the  redemption,  which 
is  by  blood. 

3.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  this  they  were 
formed  by  God.  Whence  could  they  have  derived 
such  deep-seated  convictions  of  a  monotheistic  wor¬ 
ship  but  from  Him?  Surely  it  did  not  spring  out  of 
the  invention  of  their  own  reason.  It  was  not  a  sug¬ 
gestion  of  unaided  nature;  else  why  should  they 
only,  have  it?  With  all  their  philosophy  and  high 
conception  of  the  To  od<»  we  find  the  Greeks  had 
gods  many,  and  lords  many.  The  wisest  of  their 
teachers  were  not  unaffected  by  some  shades  of  super¬ 
stition.  Whilst  they  erected  an  altar  to  the  un¬ 
known  God,  the  apostle  condemned  them  in  saying, 
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“  I  perceive  that  in  all  things  ye  are  too  superstitious.” 
Egypt  was  the  cradle  of  learning.  Moses  had  there 
learnt  all  the  wisdom  of  the  East,  and  yet  there  is 
no  trace  to  he  found  amid  its  monuments  and  writ¬ 
ings,  of  any  such  faith  as  that  which  distinguishes  the 
Jew.  The  Latin  poet,  Juvenal  said,  “who  does  not 
know  what  dumb  gods  mad  Egypt  worships  ?” 

And  certainly  there  is  much  of  instructive  sugges¬ 
tion  in  the  fact,  that  while  the  Israelites  were  by  no 
means  a  distinguished  people  on  account  of  any 
attainment  in  arts,  science,  or  commerce  above  the 
nations  by  whom  they  were  surrounded,  yet  they  were 
possessed  of  the  truth  in  respect  to  Clod  and  Ilis  wor¬ 
ship,  which  was  unknown  to  all  the  rest  of  mankind. 

4.  And  the  text  derives  especial  confirmation  of 
the  fact  that  God  formed  them  for  Himself,  when  we 
remember  that  they  were  not  a  missionary  people. 
Their  function  and  office  seems  to  have  been  to  pre¬ 
serve  this  faith  alive  and  to  perpetuate  among  the 
nations  the  expectancy  of  Christ’s  advent.  ¥e  do 
not  find  them  proselyting  to  any  extent  the  surround¬ 
ing  nations,  but  living  among  them  with  this  prophecy, 
as  the  trust  which  they  were  to  keep.  They  held  out 
the  hope  to  themselves  and  to  the  world  of  a  great 
prophet  who  should  fulfill  all  the  predictions  of  the 
past,  and  realize  in  his  reign  as  a  king,  the  consum¬ 
mation  of  divine  glory  and  human  blessedness.  They 
were  God’s  oracles  and  witnesses  that  He  would  vin¬ 
dicate  the  supremacy  of  His  righteous  authority,  and 


re-establish  His  disputed  empire  over  the  heart  of 
man  and  over  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth.  In  the 
loth  and  72d  Psalms  ;  and  in  the  60th  of  Isaiah  we 
see  the  picture  unfolded  of  the  Messianic  reign. 
Like  the  Eddystone  lighthouse  which  never  moves, 
hut  retains  its  firm  hold  amid  the  surging  sea,  and 
sends  forth  its  glad  rays  to  guide  the  storm-driven 
ships,  so  these  chosen  and  honored  people,  were  set 
to  show  forth  the  praise  of  Jehovah,  not  by  a  mission , 
but  by  the  simple  testimony  of  their  prophetic  light, 
warning  and  guiding  the  wandering  peoples  of  the 
earth.  They  were  not  to  identify  themselves  with 
the  other  races  and  nations  of  men,  lest  they  should 
learn  their  ways  and  become  perverted  and  alienated 
from  the  true  faith  and  worship.  They  were  kept  for 
(Tod  and  formed  for  himself  ;  hedged  about  by  the 
awful  sanctions  of  His  authority  and  precept,  and  by 
tile  impassable  barriers  of  His  providence.  When 
our  Lord  appeared,  he  accommodated  Himself,  for  a 
time,  to  this  ordering,  and  commanded  His  apostles 
at  first,  saying,  “  Go  not  into  the  way  of  the  Gentiles, 
and  into  any  city  of  the  Samaritans,  enter  ye  not, 
but  go  rather  to  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel.” 
And  when  the  distressed  suppliant  from  the  coast  of 
Canaan  cried  to  him,  he  said,  to  try  her  faith,  “I  am 
not  sent,  but  onto  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of 
Israel.”  The  light  was  to  be  focalized  at  Jerusalem 
and  the  ministry  confined  to  Judea.  The  Gospel  even, 
was  to  be  kept  for  a  time  within  the  circle  hallowed  by 
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the  temple  and  the  ministries  of  the  most  Holy  Place. 
And  all  this  was  done  to  intensify  the  feeling  of  their 
high  distinction,  as  the  chosen  people ;  to  bring  out 
clearly  the  great  responsibility  they  were  under  to 
God,  and  to  educate  them  more  and  more,  that  they 
might,  by  their  mysterious  history  of  privilege  and 
apostasy,  become  the  educators  of  the  world.  They 
were  God's  people,  and  not  to  be  given  to  the  common 
uses  of  other  nations.  lie  had  a  purpose  for  them  to 
execute  which  was  all  His  own.  And  in  the  fact  that 
they  were  thus  isolated  and  sheltered,  like  a  light, 
whose  flame  is  guarded  from  the  rude  gust,  and  which 
is  fed  by  unseen  hands,  they  lived  on  the  earth  as 
formed  for  One,  whose  ways  are  past  finding  out  and 
whose  praise  and  glory  are  above  the  Heavens. 

5.  The  uses  especially  to  which  their  history  may  he 
applied,  as  setting  forth  the  Divine  praise  are  seen, 
first,  in  tlieir  wonderful  preservation.  They  have  been 
scattered  but  never  lost.  They  have  been  persecuted, 
but  never  destroyed.  Their  life  as  a  people  has  been 
under  the  strange,  yes,  the  miraculous,  custody  of  a 
supernatural  power.  Like  the  burning  bush,  the  flame 
has  wrapt  them  in  its  fiery  blaze,  but  they  have  not 
been  consumed.  From  the  ashes  of  their  persecution, 
they  have  risen  like  the  Phoenix  to  a  new  life.  All 
the  kings  of  the  earth  have  set  themselves  against 
them,  but  they  have  proved  that  they  possessed  a 
defense  which  fire  could  not  burn  nor  the  sword  abol¬ 
ish.  Though  every  vial  of  wrath  has  been  heaped 
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upon  them,  vet  they  live  and  of  them  it  is  still  written, 
“To  the  Jew  first,  and  afterward  to  the  Gentile.” 
Still  they  are  the  preferred  people,  who  though 
last  now,  may  he  the  first  in  that  heavenly  kingdom  of 
their  fathers,  Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and  Jacob.  Still 
they  are  kept,  as  if  God  would  repeat  Ills  dealing 
with  them,  by  which  the  Gentile  has  been  so  honored, 
that  in  the  end  it  may  be  seen  that  we,  without 
them,  should  not  be  perfect.  How  strange  their  his¬ 
tory  ;  what  paradoxes  are  assembled  in  the  catalogue 
of  their  experiences  !  A  people  and  yet  not  a  people  ; 
without  a  temple,  an  altar  or  a  priesthood,  yet  pre¬ 
eminently  the  witnesses  and  prophets  of  the  true  re¬ 
ligion  ;  without  a  country  or  a  government,  and  yet  a 
nation ;  everywhere  meeting  the  same  insult  and  pur¬ 
sued  by  an  avenging  providence  which  they  have  in¬ 
voked,  yet  everywhere  holding  to  one  Book  as  their 
oracle  ;  everywhere  the  same,  in  manners  and  habits 
and  creeds — they  are  the  wonder  and  the  exiles  of 
the  world.  Wandering  and  yet  found  in  every  civil¬ 
ized  portion  of  the  globe,  they  have  repeated  the 
story  of  their  earliest  experiences  and  proved  that 
“  the  more  they  were  afflicted,  the  more  they  multi¬ 
plied  and  grew.” 

“The  Jewish  people,”  says  Dr.  Croly,  “are  a  na¬ 
tion  that  living  shall  die,  and  dying  shall  live;  that 
trampled  by  all,  shall  trample  upon  all ;  that  bleeding 
from  a  thousand  wounds,  shall  be  unhurt;  that  beg¬ 
gared  shall  wield  the  wealth  of  nations  ;  that  without 
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a  name  shall  sway  the  counsels  of  kings ;  that  with¬ 
out  a  city,  shall  inhabit  in  all  kingdoms  ;  that  scat¬ 
tered  like  the  dust,  shall  be  hound  together  like  the 
rock ;  that  perishing  by  the  sword,  by  the  chain,  by 
famine,  by  tire,  shall  be  imperishable,  unnumbered  and 
glorious  as  the  stars  of  heaven.” 

Says  another,  “They  are  neither  a  united  and  in¬ 
dependent  nation,  nor  a  parasitic  province.  They  are 
broken  into  fragments,  scattered  and  peeled  over  the 
earth.  *  *  *  Geography,  arms,  genius,  politics  and 
foreign  help  do  not  explain  their  existence  ;  time  and 
climate  and  customs  equally  fail  to  unravel  it.  None 
of  these  are  or  can  be  the  springs  of  their  perpetuity. 
They  have  been  spread  over  every  part  of  the  habita¬ 
ble  globe.  They  have  lived  under  the  reign  of  every 
dynasty.  The  snows  of  Lapland  have  chilled,  and 
the  suns  of  Africa  have  scorched  them.  They  have 
drunk  of  the  Tiber,  the  Thames,  the  Jordan  and  the 
Mississippi.  In  every  country,  and  in  every  degree 
of  latitude  and  longitude,  we  find  a  Jew.  It  is  not 
so  ;  it  has  never  been  so  with  any  other  race.  Empires, 
the  most  illustrious,  have  fallen,  and  buried  the  men 
that  constructed  them,  but  the  Jew  has  lived  among 
the  ruins,  a  living  monument  of  indestructibility. 
Persecution  has  unsheathed  the  sword  and  kindled 
the  fagot.  Papal  superstition  and  Moslem  barbarism 
have  smitten  them  with  unsparing  ferocity  ;  penal  re¬ 
scripts  and  deep  prejudice  have  visited  on  them  most 
unrighteous  chastisement,  and  notwithstanding  all, 
they  survive.” 
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^Neither  the  Babylonian  nor  the  Assyrian,  neither 
the  Grecian  nor  the  Roman  power  could  destroy  or 
absorb  them.  They  live  because  God  has  said  of 
them.  “  This  people  have  I  formed  for  myself.  They 
shall  shew  forth  my  praise.”  While  other  nations, 
like  our  own  are  made  up  of  various  elements,  com¬ 
bining  the  Celt  and  the  Teuton  ;  the  Saxon  and  the 
Norman ;  this  people  can  say,  “  we  have  Abraham  to 
our  father.”  In  their  veins  flows  the  blood  of  one 
race,  and  in  their  features  we  see  that  they  are  the 
sons  of  one  father.  Ao  matter  where  we  find  them, 
whether  with  the  merchant  princes  on  ’change,  or  liv¬ 
ing  in  booths  in  the  purlieus  of  London,  they  hear 
that  cast  of  feature  which  distinguishes  them  as  a  pre¬ 
served  and  unique  race.  Mingling  among  all  peoples, 
and  yet  never  identified  with  them,  the  stream  of 
Israelitish  descent  has  flowed  on  among  the  currents 
of  human  nationalities,  as  distinct  as  that  of  the 
Rhone  amid  the  bine  waters  of  the  Genevan  Lake. 
Others  have  fallen  away,  and  they  have  continued. 
Amid  all  the  revolutions  and  convulsions  of  empires 
and  states,  they  have  lived,  the  witnesses  that  God 
formed  them  for  Himself.  “  They  were  the  first  in  all 
antiquity  to  perceive  that  the  old  East  was  dead ; 
they  celebrated  (by  their  prophets)  its  obsequies,  in 
advance  of  the  dissolutions  which  they  saw  to  be  in¬ 
evitable.”  “They  were,”  says  Dean  Stanley,  in 
quoting  the  historian,  Milman,  “  the  great  tragic 
chorus  of  the  awful  drama  that  was  unfolding  itself 
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in  the  "Eastern  world.  As  each  independent  tribe  or 
monarchy  was  swallowed  up  in  the  universal  empire 
of  Assyria,  the  seers  of  Judah  watched  the  progress 
of  the  invader,  and  uttered  their  sublime  funeral  an¬ 
thems  over  the  greatness  and  prosperity  of  Moab  and 
Ammon,  Damascus  and  Tyre.”  Their  history  is  yet 
incomplete  and  will  continue  co-eval  with  the  econ¬ 
omies  of  earth.  They  stand  amid  the  graves  of  dy¬ 
nasties,  unharmed  by  the  elements  which  have  wasted 
and  obliterated  the  mightiest  hierarchies  and  absolut¬ 
isms  of  man.  Surelv  such  a  miracle  has  a  meaning' 
which  finds  but  one  interpretation.  It  is  an  indication 
of  prophecy,  and  one  of  the  most  convincing  evi¬ 
dences  of  the  truth  of  the  Bible.  Can  the  infidel  or 
the  objector  to  Scripture  solve  the  problem  which 
their  very  presence  and  continuance  presents,  by 
an}'  theory  consistent  with  reason  or  supported  bv 
the  analogies  of  history?  Leaving  out  the  simple 
truth  of  our  text  that  God  has  formed  them  for 
Himself,  he  must  be  baffled  and  perplexed  by  such 
a  fact.  Here  they  are  with  a  record  of  more  than 
four  thousand  years,  chequered  by  the  lights  and 
shadows  of  every  experience  to  remind  us  that  the}r 
are  indestructible  by  any  human  power,  and  yet 
unsupported  by  none.  If  then  the  geologist  and  the 
astronomer  appeals  in  defense  of  the  sciences  to  the 
argument  of  facts,  so  do  we.  And  there  is  no  induc¬ 
tion  which  the  widest  generalization  of  history  or 
political  economy  can  furnish  which  is  tenable  but 
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this,  that  God’s  laws  have  guided  and  kept  them,  to 
show  forth  the  praise  of  His  name  and  extort  the 
homage  due  to  His  truth. 

6.  But  they  are  formed  equally  to  vindicate  His 
truth  in  their  dispersion.  Their  preservation  is  not 
more  wonderful  than  their  separation  and  banishment. 

1  hey  are  the  witnesses  of  I  )ivine  judgment,  and  of  the 
awful  peril  of  unbelief.  I  hey  are  under  a  judicial 
blindness,  and  veiled  by  a  solemn  sentence  from  the 
vision  of  the  truth  and  beauty  of  Jesus.  “  Their  eyes 
are  holden ;  their  ears  are  heavy,  and  their  heart 
fat.”  Blindness  has  happened  unto  them  in  part. 
They  are  formed  for  the  sacred  and  stern  uses  of  a 
righteous  God  who  has  declared  “the  nation  and  people 
that  will  not  serve  me  I  will  destroy.”  They  are  a  warn¬ 
ing  and  admonition  that  it  is  an  evil  and  a  bitter  thing 
to  depart  from  the  Lord.  The  excess  of  their  light  has 
dazzled  them,  and  though  exalted,  like  Capernaum,  to 
heaven,  they  have  been  thrust  down  to  the  lowest  scale. 
Their  temple  is  gone;  their  city,  a  place  of  strangers, 
and  Ichabod  written  upon  their  walls.  _  Sifted  as  the 
chaff  of  the  summer  threshing-floor,  they  have  been 
bruised  under  the  tribulum  of  the  husbandman,  and 
given  to  be  trodden  under  foot  of  the  Gentiles.  Who 
can  portray  their  sufferings  or  count  the  number  of 
their  slain?  What  persecutions  and  wrongs  have 
stained  their  history  with  the  blood  of  the  helpless 
and  undefended,  it  must  make  us  shudder  to  recall. 
Upon  them  has  been  laid  the  odium  of  every  evil ; 
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and  to  their  very  presence  has  been  traced  the  wast¬ 
ing  of  disease  and  pestilence.  There  is  not  a  nation 
on  the  earth  which  in  respect  to  their  treatment  must 
not  own,  “  Verily,  we  are  guilty  concerning  our 
brother.”  The  Roman  emperors  taxed  their  inge¬ 
nuity  to  invent  new  tortures  for  them ;  and  to-day 
they  are  confronted  in  the  very  city  of  the  Pontiff 
with  the  most  humiliating  memorials  of  the  cruelty 
of  Titus,  in  spoiling  their  temple  and  bringing  them 
under  the  yoke  of  an  oppressive  and  heathen  bondage. 
God  has  written  the  sentence  of  their  condemnation 
in  the  ruins  of  their  ancient  homes,  and  guarded  the 
gates  of  their  sacred  city  by  the  swords  of  the  warlike 
Mahometan.  In  modern  times,  “  in  the  space  of  thirty- 
seven  years  only,  from  1483  to  1.520,  between  impris¬ 
onment,  confiscation,  banishment,  torture,  and  death, 
one  hundred  thousand  Jews  received  what  the  Papal 
historian  calls  “  the  just  sentence  of  heretics.”  De¬ 
prived  of  the  rights  of  citizens  for  a  long  time, 
shunned  and  despised,  they  have  fallen,  like  the  man 
in  the  parable,  into  the  hands  of  thieves  and  been  left 
by  the  wayside  wounded  and  ready  to  die.  Certainly 
there  is  in  this  instance  no  clue  to  the  mystery  of 
such  an  affliction  and  exile,  any  more  than  there  is 
to  the  miracle  of  their  preservation,  except  that  of 
our  text.  God  lias  formed  them  to  show  His  severity 
as  well  as  His  goodness. 

7.  And  equally  conclusive  is  the  teaching  of  their 
history,  as  full  of  promise  and  encouragement  for  the 


future.  They  are  forsaken  but  not  east  away.  Like 
the  tree  in  winter,  whose  leaves  are  withered  and 
whose  branches  are  fruitless,  yet  in  the  root  is  the 
living  force  which  will  one  day  send  forth  the  buds 
and  the  sweet  pledges  of  a  life  hid,  but  not  extinct. 
They  are  to  he  restored.  The  pages  of  the  Bible  glow 
with  the  radiance  and  the  fervor  of  that  prophetic 
promise  and  national  hope.  In  Isaiah  and  in  the 
Psalms,  as  in  all  the  Prophets,  we  see  that  they  shall 
come  back  with  songs  and  praises.  They  shall  be 
grafted  in  again  upon  the  stock  enriched  by  the 
union  of  the  Gentile  life,  and  hid  with  Christ  in 
God.  We  can  find  no  meaning  to  the  passage  in 
>Ier.  xxxi.  35—40,  or  in  Ezek.  xlviii.,  if  it  be  not  that 
the  Jews  shall  be  restored.  The  remnant  according 
to  the  election  shall  return.  The  glory  of  their  latter 
condition  shall  exceed  their  former.  St.  Paul  plainly 
declares  that  when  the  “blindness  in  part”  is  ended, 
and  the  fulness  of  the  Gentile  come  in,  then  all  Israel 
shall  be  saved,  as  it  is  written  :  “There  shall  come  out 
of  Sion  the  Deliverer,  and  shall  turn  away  ungodliness 
from  Jacob.”  Now  they  are  under  tlie  cloud;  they 
grope  and  stumble  in  darkness.  Now  they  show  us, 
that  with  all  the  rationalism  which  assails  them,  and, 
tainted  as  they  are  by  the  skepticisms  and  philoso¬ 
phies  of  the  world,  yet  they  have  never  abandoned 
tlie  Scriptures  nor  lost  the  essential  teachings  of  their 
faith.  The  day  is  coming  when  they  shall  walk  in 
the  light,  and  they  shall  be  an  eternal  excellency.  It 
is  their  hope  and  consolation.  There  are  many  thou- 
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sands  who  are  still  waiting  for  that  fulfillment.  In  the 
unity  of  that  expectation  they  are  linked  together  by 
ties  which  are  more  enduring  than  those  of  interest 
and  birth.  Indeed,  those  golden  hopes  give  a  solu¬ 
tion  to  the  enigma  of  the  race.  Though  so  forlorn 
and  lonely,  so  wrapt  about  by  the  mysteries  of  suffer¬ 
ing  and  preservation,  we  hear  the  Apostle  ask,  “  Hath 
God  cast  away  his  people?”  and  the  indignant  reply 
is,  “  God  forbid !”  “  This  people  (is  the  lesson  of  the 
Divine  providence,)  I  have  formed  for  myself. 
They  shall  show  forth  my  praise.” 

II.  The  fact  that  they  have  been  thus  preserved 
and  dispersed  ;  and  that  they  are  the  heirs  of  such 
promises  gives  them  the  most  sacred  and  urgent 
claims  upon  the  Christian  Church. 

First  of  all,  they  are  our  brethren,  according 
to  the  flesh.  Though  honored  as  the  children  of 
Abraham,  yet  they  sprang  from  our  father  Adam.  A 
common  humanity  links  us  in  the  mutual  depen¬ 
dencies  of  men.  The  highest  claim  which  men  have 
upon  each  other  is  that  they  have  one  God,  and 
are  made  of  one  blood.  “No  man  lives  to  him¬ 
self.”  AYe  dare  not  exclude  them  from  the  hopes 
and  promises  and  privileges  of  the  covenant,  so  long 
as  it  is  written,  “  For  there  is  no  difference  between 
the  Jew  and  the  Greek  ;  for  the  same  Lord  over  all  is 
rich  unto  all  that  call  upon  Him.”  The  Samaritan 
who  poured  oil  into  the  wounds  of  the  fallen  traveler 
received  the  praise  of  Him  who  taught  us  that  “it  is 
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more  blessed  to  cove  than  to  receive.”  We  see  our 
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brother  fallen  and  spoiled.  The  treacherous  dealers 
have  dealt  very  treacherously  by  him.  Though  every¬ 
where  owned  to  be  a  people  of  rare  endowments,  they 
have  been  hated  and  exiled.  Though  their  men  have 
proved  themselves  to  be  wise  in  every  invention  and  ' 
equal  to  any  emergency ;  though  their  women  have 
been  singularly  beautiful  and  singularly  pure,  yet 
was  there  ever  a  people  so  oppressed,  defrauded, 
and  shunned  ?  We  see  the  very  spirit  of  retaliation 
to  which  they  are  goaded  in  the  question  of  the  dra¬ 
matist  :  “Hath  not  a  J ew  eyes?  hath  not  a  J ew  hands, 

“  organs,  dimensions,  senses,  affections,  passions  ? — 

“  fed  with  the  same  food,  hurt  with  the  same  weapons, 

“  subject  to  the  same  diseases,  healed  by  the  same 
“  means,  warmed  and  cooled  by  the  same  winter  and 
“  summer,  as  a  Christian  ?  If  you  prick  us,  do  we  not 
“bleed?  if  you  tickle  us,  do  we  not  laugh?  if  you 
“  poison  us,  do  we  not  die  ?  and  if  you  wrong  us,  shall 
“  we  not  revenge?  If  we  are  like  you  in  the  rest,  we 
“will  resemble  you  in  that.”  Ah  !  it  is  that  which  has 
walled  up  the  way  of  our  approach  to  the  Jew  in  the 
mission  of  the  Gospel.  It  is  the  wrongs  and  revenge 
of  which  we  are  guilty  that  have  steeled  his  heart  to 
the  appeals  of  the  Christian. 

The  duty  we  owe  them  is  one  of  redress  and  re¬ 
paration.  They  are  entitled  to  the  highest  privileges 
of  citizenship  ;  they  have  brought  us  under  a  bond  of 
obligation  which  we  dare  not  disown.  Christianity 
never  so  truly  asserts  its  spirit  and  power  as  when  it 
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vanquishes  all  enmity  by  its  benevolence,  and  dis¬ 
arms  all  prejudice  by  its  love.  And  the  duty  we 
owe  the  Israelite  is  to  redress  the  wrongs  of  the 
past  by  a  generous  and  just  concession  of  his  claims 
as  a  man  and  a  brother ;  and  then  to  seek  to  win  bis 
heart  by  exhibiting  that  sympathy,  that  hospitality, 
that  friendliness  for  which  Abraham  was  noted,  and 
which  was  the  spirit  of  Christ  the  Lord. 

2.  A  gain;  They  have  a  claim  upon  us  because  ice 
are  their  debtors. 

From  them  we  have  derived  the  precious  oracles  of 
our  faith,  and  the  long  list  of  endowments,  beginning 
with  “the  covenant,  and  the  law,  and  the  service,  and 
the  promises,”  and  ending  with  “  Christ,  who  is  God 
over  all,  blessed  forever.”  They  have  been  the  hon¬ 
ored  custodians  of  the  deposit  which  was  entrusted 
to  the  Christian  Church,  now  the  witness  and  keeper 
of  holy  writ.  Shall  we  not  pray  and  labor  for  a  people 
whose  Prophets  have  thrilled  the  nations  with  the 
ecstasy  of  triumphant  faith ;  whose  confessors  and 
martyrs  have  shed  lustre  upon  the  annals  of  the  race, 
and  who  have  been  the  witnesses  of  the  reality  of 
the  records  in  which  are  given  to  us  the  hope  of 
eternal  life?  Remember,  when  you  are  touched  to 
weep  for  your  sins  by  the  plaintive  prayers  of  David, 
that  he  was  a  Jew.  Remember,  when  your  soul  is 
kindled  into  a  fervor  of  devotion  by  the  power  of 
Isaiah,  that  he  was  a  Jew.  How  few  books,  in  all  the 
canonical  Scriptures  were  written  under  the  inspira¬ 
tion  of  a  Gentile  !  Who  does  not  note  the  con- 
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scions  pride  of  nation,  with  all  the  humble  glory  in 
the  cross,  of  the  Apostle,  when  he  adds,  after  ask¬ 
ing,  “Hath  Clod  cast  away  His  people?”  “  Gfod 
“forbid.  For  I  also  am  an  Israelite,  after  the  seed  of 
“Abraham,  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin Indeed,  if  we 
are  called  to  cite  illustrations  of  the  highest  virtues, 
we  turn  for  purity,  to  Joseph ;  for  patience  under  re¬ 
proach,  to  Moses;  for  valor,  to  Joshua;  for  devotion 
and  peerless  love,  to  David ;  for  constancy  and  coin¬ 
age,  to  Daniel ;  for  fidelity  to  duty,  self-sacrifice, 
zeal,  and  exalted  teaching,  to  St.  Paul,  the  Apostle  to 
the  (fentiles.  And  shall  we  not  seek  to  bring  a 
people  of  whom  were  such  fathers  into  the  confes¬ 
sion  of  the  true  faith,  and  into  the  enjoyment  of  the 
inheritance  which  has  come  through  them? 

J  Again  ;  they  have  a  claim  upon  us,  because  they 
are  Clod’s  chosen  people.  As  we  love  Him  we 
should  remember  them.  It.  is  through  them  the 
richest  blessings  are  to  lie  conferred  in  the  end  upon 
the  race  and  the  Divine  glory  most  magnified.  “If 
“ the  casting  away  of  them  be  the  reconciling  of  the 
“  world ,  what  shall  the  receiving  of  them  be  but  life 
“from  the  dead?"  If  in  the  winter  of  their  apos- 
tasy,  we  reap  such  sweet  fruit  and  rich  blessings 
through  them,  what  will  the  summer  be,  when  they 
shall  be  grafted  in  again  and  their  souls  be  as  a 
watered  garden? 

The  capabilities  of  that  people  should  furnish  an 
incentive  to  Christian  zeal  in  the  labor  for  their  con¬ 
version  to  Christ.  All  souls  are  precious  to  Him  who 


created  them,  and  paid  the  price  of  their  redemption; 
but  what  a  gain  it  was  to  the  Christian  Church  when 
Saul,  of  Tarsus,  fell  to  the  earth,  and  cried,  “  Lord, 
what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do?”  If  we  could  see 
the  Jew  with  his  gift  of  language,  with  his  na¬ 
tive  superiority  of  race,  with  the  vast  accumulations 
of  his  thrift  and  industry,  brought  to  consecrate  them 
to  Christ,  and  to  use  them  in  the  evangelizing  of  the 
world,  it  would  be  a  sure  pledge  to  us  of  the 
millennial  glory  !  If,  as  we  are  told,  in  the  end,  “  ten 
men  shall  take  hold  of  the  skirt  of  a  Jew,”  does  it 
not  teach  that  his  mission  and  ministry  will  be  clothed 
with  a  tenfold  power  over  all  other  messengers  ?  And 
when  we  remember  that  the  Apostles  were  chosen  not 
from  the  Gentiles,  but  from  the  tribes  of  Israel, 
and  through  their  preaching  the  cross  has  been 
planted  upon  the  ruins  of  ancient  idolatries,  shall  we 
not  be  encouraged  to  give  and  strive  for  the  conver¬ 
sion  of  “  the  remnant,”  that  so  the  whole  world  shall 
be  won  to  God. 

4.  And  last  of  all,  we  should  keep  this  society  and 
its  cause  upon  our  hearts,  and  bring  it  to  Christ  for 
His  blessing,  because  Ave  are  assured  that  in  the  end 
He  Avill  be  accepted  of  his  people.  “  With  God 
nothing  is  impossible.”  He  can  cause  the  dead  to 
hear  his  voice,  and  reconcile  the  deepest  enmities  of 
the  human  heart.  With  him  is  the  residue  of  the 
spirit,  and  in  His  hands  are  the  hearts  of  men  to  turn 
them,  as  the  rivers  of waters.  If  the  pride  and  unbelief 
of  the  heathen  empires  have  melted  under  the  light 


and  power  of  His  truth,  Avhy  may  not  that  of  the  Is¬ 
raelite  ?  If  the  superstitions  which  are  as  ancient  as 
the  race,  have  vanished  before  the  Gospel,  like  mists 
before  the  rising  sun,  why  shall  Ave  think  it  a  thing 
incredible  that  the  prejudices  and  scorn  of  the  JeAV 
should  be  OArercome  and  abolished  ?  Hath  He  not 
spoken,  and  shall  He  not  bring  it  to  pass  ?  As  Ave  see 
to-day,  eArery  civil  disability  rapidly  yielding  to  the 
dictates  of  a  AArise  statesmanship,  and  of  a  Christian 
sympathy,  in  the  greatest  nations  of  the  earth,  may 
Ave  not  hail  the  token  that  the  time  is  not  far  off 
Avhen  the  children  of  Israel  shall  unite  with  us  in  our 
songs  of  praise ;  in  the  same  confessions  of  faith, 
and  the  same  yearning  petitions  to  Jesus,  as  their 
prophet,  priest,  and  King  ?  Shall  we  not  gather  hope 
that  the  day  is  breaking,  when  Ave  see  one  of  their 
stock  as  the  premier  of  the  first  Christian  nation  of 
the  Avorld,  and  another  holding  a  sceptre  of  wealth, 
which  commands  the  homage  of  kings  ?  The  signs 
of  the  times  are  full  of  encouragement.  Was  there 
ever  a  greater  spirit  of  inquiry  and  iiwestigation 
abroad?  Was  there  ever  a  time  when  knoAvledge  so 
increased,  and  men  Avere  so  brought  into  intimate  and 
friendly  intercourse  by  the  marv elous  triumphs  of  the 
mind  over  space  and  matter?  And  while  a  thousand 
prophecies  are  finding  their  completion,  may  Ave  not 
hope  and  strive  for  that  prophecy  concerning  them, 
“Whereas  thou  hast  been  forsaken  and  hated,  so 
that  no  man  Avent  through  thee,  I  will  make  thee  an 
eternal  excellency,  a  joy  of  many  generations.” 


